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I. PAUL’S AMBITION AND HIS LOGIC (ROMANS 15:17-33) 
 

A. What Paul had done – He had preached the Gospel to the unreached from Jerusalem to 
Illyricum.  

 
17  In Christ Jesus, then, I have reason to be proud of my work for God. 18  For I will 
not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to 
bring the Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed, 19  by the power of signs and 
wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God—so that from Jerusalem and all the way 
around to Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ . . . (Romans 
15:17-19) 

 
B. What Paul wanted to do – He wanted to continue west to preach at the farthest frontiers 

where the Gospel had not yet been preached. Having “fulfilled the ministry” of preaching 
in Asia Minor (an almost unbelievable feat) Paul wanted to move on. 

 
20  and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already 
been named, lest I build on someone else's foundation, 21  but as it is written, “Those 
who have never been told of him will see, and those who have never heard will 
understand.” (Romans 15:20-21) 
 

C. What Paul had to do – Paul wrote the book of Romans from Corinth which is between 
Antioch and Rome. Antioch was his home base from which he repeatedly returned to. 
But he knew that Antioch could no longer be his home base if he wanted to go west of 
Rome. He had to connect with a “new Antioch” out west that would serve his apostolic 
ambition of engaging Spain and beyond. 

 
22  This is the reason why I have so often been hindered from coming to you. 23  But 
now, since I no longer have any room for work in these regions, and since I have 
longed for many years to come to you, 24  I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain, 
and to be helped on my journey there by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a 
while. 25  At present, however, I am going to Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints. 26  
For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some contribution for the poor 
among the saints at Jerusalem. 27  They were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to 
them. For if the Gentiles have come to share in their spiritual blessings, they ought 
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also to be of service to them in material blessings. 28  When therefore I have completed 
this and have delivered to them what has been collected, I will leave for Spain by way 
of you. 29  I know that when I come to you I will come in the fullness of the blessing of 
Christ. (Romans 15:22-29) 

 
II. ANTIOCH // THE FOUNDATION OF APOSTOLIC FRONTIER MISSIONS 
 

Romans 15:17-33 emphasizes the importance of (1) frontier missions and (2) the indispensable 
role of apostolic community (“Antioch’s”). Without the establishment of “Antioch’s” the task of 
frontier missions will fail. Frontier missions is the fruit of apostolic community.  

 
A. The formation of Antioch (Acts 11) 
 

19  Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen 
traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one 
except Jews. 20  But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on 
coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21  And the 
hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord. 
22  The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent 
Barnabas to Antioch. 23  When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and 
he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose, 24  for he 
was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were 
added to the Lord. 25  So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26  and when he 
had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church 
and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the disciples were first called 
Christians. 27  Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 
(Acts 11:19-27) 

 
B. The function of Antioch (Acts 13) 
 

1  Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon 
who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of Herod the 
tetrarch, and Saul. 2  While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit 
said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3  
Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off. 4  So, 
being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went . . . (Acts 13:1-4) 
 

C. Luke’s description of the apostolic community from which the first frontier missionaries 
were sent: 
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1. Antioch – a specific location (a sacred place consecrated for adoration and 
intercession) 

 
2. Prophets and teachers – the nature of leadership (Spirit and Word) 
 
3. Worshiping and fasting – the culture of the community (God-centered) 
 
4. The Holy Spirit said – the culture of the community (open and submissive to the 

Spirit) 
 
5. Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work – a purpose of the community 

(to forge and commission laborers; Matthew 9:36-37) 
 
6. Being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went – the nature of the community (it 

was not an organizational sending but a move of the Spirit) 
 
III. OUR APPROACH TO REGIONAL PIONEERING 
 

A. Our approach: 
 
1. With a firm commitment to an Antioch community we will: 
2. Make disciples who make disciples who: 
3. Plant churches that plant churches that will: 
4. Engage regions to engage regions 

 
B. Foreign or National Leadership? Three Approaches 

 
1. Foreign leadership where the nationals are oppressed and never released 

 
2. National leadership where foreigners are oppressed and never released 

 
3. Paul: a multi-cultural leadership based on: 

 
a. The Holy Spirit’s leadership 
b. The doctrine of the “one new man” (Eph. 2-3) 
c. The doctrine of the Body (Eph. 4:1-13) 
d. A vision for advancement  
e. Humility towards every brother and sister in Jesus 
f. An awareness of the strengths and weaknesses of foreigners 
g. An awareness of the strengths and weakness of nationals 
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C. Paul’s approach as a foreigner was to (1) evangelize a region, (2) make disciples, (3) 

appoint elders, (4) impart a vision for them to do the same, and then (5) move on taking 
some of the disciples with him to labor in the next city all the while (6) maintaining a 
strong relationship with Antioch.  

 
 When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they 

returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the 
disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many 
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. And when they had appointed elders 
for them in every church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the Lord in 
whom they had believed. 

 
 Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. And when they had spoken 

the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia, and from there they sailed to Antioch, 
where they had been commended to the grace of God for the work that they had 
fulfilled. And when they arrived and gathered the church together, they declared all 
that God had done with them, and how he had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. 
(Acts 14:21-27 ESV) 


